
 
PSCI 4333.001               Prof. Richard Ruderman                                                                                              
Spring 2023                                    133 Wooten                                                                                                   
M 6:30-9:20 PM; WH 115  Office Hours: W 10-11:30am//and on Zoom, R 10-11:30am  
e-mail: Richard.Ruderman[at]unt.edu                (and by appointment) 
(I don’t respond on Friday nights/Saturdays; please identify yourself and the subject clearly)  
 
 

SOCRATIC SELF-KNOWLEDGE:  
PLATO ON LOVE AND DEATH 

Required Texts: 
 
 Plato’s Symposium, trans. Benardete (Chicago) (see also “Commentary” by A. Bloom)  
 Plato’s Phaedo, trans. Brann, Kalkavage, and Salem (Focus)  
 [excerpts from Aristotle’s Metaphysics; provided online]  
 
Recommended Texts:  
 
Ahrensdorf, Peter, The Death of Socrates and the Life of Philosophy (SUNY)—on the Phaedo 
Levy, David, Eros and Socratic Political Philosophy (Palgrave)—ch. 3 on the Symposium 
Lutz, Mark, Socrates’ Education to Virtue (SUNY)—on the Symposium  
Sebell, Dustin, The Socratic Turn (Penn)—on the Phaedo 
 
Course Goals and Objectives:  
 
Plato’s Socrates remains, even today, the model of the philosophic way of life. His mode of in-
vestigation—the Socratic method or dialectic—differs from simple interviewing as well as from 
the methods of modern social science. Unlike the regular interviewer, Socrates does not believe 
that most interlocutors are capable of honestly reporting—at least at first—their truest, deepest, 
best views. As a result, many of his questions are designed to help the interlocutors figure out 
what they really think. And unlike modern social scientists, Socrates does not believe that behav-
ior alone (actions, not words) can reveal the truth. Our best or only way of discerning what is is 
to examine what is said about it. The most important concepts—such as what is noble or beauti-
ful or just—exist mainly in words or arguments. And these are the very things that we love and 
by which we are moved to act. And Socrates claims to be an expert in “the science of erotics” 
(Symposium, 177d).   
 
The course will consider Socrates’ efforts in two dialogues: the Symposium and the Phaedo. The 
Symposium presents a drinking party at which the participants all give speeches trying to explain 
“erotic love.” Here we will try to understand what love—the one thing for which we seem ready 
to give up everything else—really aims at. The Phaedo examines Socrates’ view of death in the 
last hours of his life. After all, if Tolstoy can be believed, if death has no meaning, life has no 
meaning (see A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich). It turns out that, to understand death—that 
ultimate cause of non-being—we must understand the soul, our only avenue to understanding 
and the basis of science (our method for understanding the causes of all that is). Above all, to 
understand death requires that we examine carefully what we expect or hope for after death, es-
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pecially from an after-world and how or whether we will be rewarded or remembered. And so 
the dialogue peaks with an explanation of the famous “Socratic Turn,” the moment when the 
younger Socrates recognized the inadequacy of natural science and “turned” instead to some-
thing new: political philosophy, his original method for understanding the world and life.    
 
Course Format and Requirements: The course consists of a careful reading of two classic texts of 
political philosophy. The number of pages to be read is kept small, so that you will be able to 
read—and reread—each text thoroughly. You will also have to look up every passage (from 
Homer, Hesiod, etc.) that the characters quote—or, more often, misquote! Classes will be a com-
bination of lecture and discussion. Since discussion will help to clarify important matters for 
both you AND your colleagues, it is crucial both that you attend classes and that you read the 
assigned texts carefully before each class.  

 
NOTES: Because of the benefits to everyone involved, your class participation can be used to 
improve your grade. Unexcused absences (more than ONE) WILL be used to lower your grade 
so do not use them up for anything other than a dire emergency (e.g., bubonic plague, civil war).  
You must supply valid evidence (e.g., a doctor's note) for an absence to be excused (proof of 
Covid is an excused absence). Students with a second or third absence will have their final grade 
reduced one-third of a grade for each of those absences (an A-, that is, will become a B+). I will 
assign a "WF" or "F" grade to students with 3 or more absences.   
 

Ø Please turn all cell phones OFF during class.   
Ø I realize class starts at what for some is the dinner hour. Drinks are permitted in class but 

food is not: the noise and smell are distracting to others.  
Ø Unforeseen events may require a change in scheduled tests and/or classes. 
Ø If you are having any difficulties in class, please see me AT ONCE—or ask your ques-

tions in class! Only then can I help you succeed in the course. PRO TIP: Do not assume 
that “everyone else” gets it and you alone do not. That has never been true in the history 
of higher education!  

 
Your course grade will be calculated as follows:  
 4 short (1500 word) “explication” papers       60% 
     (due: W. Feb. 15, *F. Mar. 10; W. Apr. 12, W. May 3—all at 11:59 PM)  
 a mid-term examination (M. Mar. 6)      20% 
 a final examination (M. May 10; 5-11:59pm; online)   20%   
 
The explication papers are all due on Wednesdays, so as not to interfere with class. Each paper 
is required. Contact me about arranging for the submission of late work—but, to repeat, each pa-
per is required. Each paper will examine one character in the text and their specific argument. 
Greater detail will be provided by my prompts.  
 
The exams will consist entirely of multiple-choice questions. The Midterm will be in class; the 
final will be online. Both will be open book! All questions will be of the “what did Plato mean to 
teach in this specified passage?” variety.   
 
***NOTE: All written work must be completed to pass this course.  
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Tentative Schedule: 
(*All assignments are to be read carefully in advance of the class day devoted to them—be sure 

to note who is speaking and whether it’s a statement or a question!) 
 
M. Jan. 23: Introduction: The Place of Love and Death in Plato’s Thinking—and Ours? How to 
Read Plato? (1 class)  

      Symposium, 172a-176e (Introductory Conversation)  
 

A. The Symposium 
“What is This Thing Called Love?”—Cole Porter  

(7 classes)  
 

M. Jan. 30: Should one be the Beloved or the Lover?  
       Symposium, 177a-180b (Phaedrus’ Speech)  
       Symposium, 180c-185c (Pausanias’ Speech) 

 
M. Feb. 6: Is Love a Medical or a Romantic/Erotic Phenomenon?  

      Symposium, 185c-188e (Eryximachus’ Speech) 
      Symposium, 189a-194d (Aristophanes’ Speech)  

 
M. Feb. 13: Symposium, 194e-199b (Agathon’s Speech)—Is Love Essentially Tragic?  

Symposium, 199b-205d (Socrates’/Diotima’s Speech I)—Does Eros Desire the Beautiful?   
***W. Feb. 15: FIRST PAPER DUE 
 
M. Feb. 20: Symposium, 205d-212a (Diotima’s Speech II)—Does Eros Desire Happiness?  
 
M. Feb. 27: Is Socrates a Lover at All?   

       Symposium, 212a-214e (Conclusion of Socrates’ Speech; Alcibiades’ Interruption) 
       Symposium, 214e-222b (Alcibiades’ Speech)  

 
M. Mar. 6: Symposium, 222c-223d (Conclusion and Summary)// Midterm Exam   
***F. March 10: SECOND PAPER DUE (by 5pm)  
 
M. Mar. 13: Spring Break (don’t forget to discuss Eros during your symposia)  
 

B. The Phaedo 
“I’m a Soul Man”—Sam and Dave  

(14 classes)  
 

M. Mar. 20: Phaedo, 57a-62e (Introduction; see also, Plutarch, Life of Nicias, ch. 23)  
        Phaedo, 62e-69e (Socrates’ Defense)  

 
M. Mar. 27: Phaedo, 69e-73a (Cebes: First Argument for Immortality of the Soul)   

        Phaedo, 73a-77e (Simmias: Second Argument: Learning as Recollection)  
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M. Apr. 3: Phaedo, 77e-84b (Cebes: Third Argument: Soul Resembles What is Immortal; 
  Possibility of Reward After Death)  

      Phaedo, 84c-88c (Objections of Both Boys)  
 
M. Apr. 10: Phaedo, 88c-91c (Socrates’ Warning Against Misology)  

        Phaedo, 91c-96a (Socrates’ Argument Against Simmias’s Denial of Immortality)  
***W. Apr. 12: THIRD PAPER DUE 
 
M. Apr. 17: Phaedo, 96a-101e (Socrates’ Response to Cebes’ Denial of Immortality: 
  The Socratic Turn) (see also Aristotle, Physics 2.3, 2.7, Metaphysics 983a24-985a29) 
 
M. Apr. 24: Phaedo, 96a-101e (Socrates’ Second Sailing) 
 
M. May 1: Phaedo, 102a-107a (Cebes: Socrates’ Final Argument for Immortality)  

      [Phaedo, 107a-115a (Socrates’ Myth About the Soul’s True Home)] skip 
      Phaedo, 115a-118a (The Death of Socrates)  

***W. May 3: FINAL PAPER DUE   
 
FINAL EXAM:  Monday, May 10, online: 9 AM—6 PM.  
===================== 
Policies  
Americans with Disabilities Act Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable 
academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommo-
dation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If 
a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You 
may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable ac-
commodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in im-
plementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Stu-
dents are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty of-
fice hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such 
letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional 
information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may 
also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.  
Academic Misconduct: Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards 
for Academic Integrity. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accord-
ance with the University Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal 
or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents 
involving major violations. Policy and procedures are here.  
Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly noti-
fy you with critical information in an event of emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, 
and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system 
sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty 
staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at my.unt.edu. Some help-
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ful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) ensuring you know the evacuation routes and se-
vere weather shelter areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if phones are 
temporarily unavailable, and identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton 
area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, your instructor will communicate with you 
through Canvas regarding assignments, exams, field trips, and other items that may be impacted 
by the closure.  
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 
conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not 
be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will 
be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Stu-
dent Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of 
Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional fo-
rums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The 
Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr. In short, please be considerate of 
others.  
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: The University has procedures in place that 
aim to be aware of the needs of those who make an institutional report of sexual assault, domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Procedures include informing individuals about their 
right to file criminal charges as well as the availability of counseling, health, mental health, vic-
tim advocacy, legal assistance, visa and immigration assistance and other services on and/or off 
campus, as well as additional remedies to prevent contact between a complainant and a respond-
ent, such as housing, academic, transportation and working accommodations, if reasonably 
available. The University will make such accommodations, if the victim requests them and if 
they are reasonably available, regardless of whether the complainant chooses to report the crime 
to the UNTPD or local law enforcement.  
Anyone can report prohibited conduct by notifying the Dean of Students Office (940.565.2648), 
the Title IX Coordinator (940.565.2759) or the UNT Police Department (940.565.3000). The 
online reporting form is found at http://report.unt.edu.  
 
Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses  
Federal Regulation  
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking 
online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website. The specific 
portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph 
(f)(6)(i)(G)” and can be found buried within this document.  
The paragraph reads: 
(G) For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equiva-
lent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted 
toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance edu-
cation and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other 
purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course 
that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission includ-
ing open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or comput-
er conferencing. If the F–1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or 
distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study re-
quirement.  
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University of North Texas Compliance  
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need 
to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must 
be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus ex-
am, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral 
to the completion of this course.  
If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:  
(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within 
one week of the start of the course. 
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with 
a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a form available 
that you may use for this purpose.  
Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure 
about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he 
should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565- 
2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.  
 
Important dates to remember:  
January 18: Class begins 
January 25: Inform instructor by this date that you will have an absence due to a religious ob-
servance. 
January 31: Beginning this date, a student who wishes to drop a course must complete the drop 
process by submitting an online drop form to the Office of the Registrar (grade of W). 
February 24: Last day for change in pass/no pass status 
April 7: Last day for a student to drop a course (student receives W) 
April 8: Student who qualifies (75% complete and passing) may request an Incomplete, with a 
grade of I. 
May 7: Reading Day (no classes)/May 6-12: Finals week/May 12: Term ends. 
 
 
 


